
New England Braids – Class Schedule & Descriptions 
 

 Friday, Oct 14 Saturday, Oct 15 Sunday, Oct 16 
  Breakfast Breakfast 
Morning  
9 am – 
11:30 am 

1. Beginners / Rowan       1. Beginners / Rowan 1. Beginners / Rowan 
2. Granny Square / Mahler 2. Granny Square / Mahler 3. Pincushion Jar / Mahler 
4. ZigZag Bag II / Manges 4. ZigZag Bag II / Manges 4. ZigZag Bag II / Manges 

 Lunch Lunch Lunch 
Afternoon  
1:30 pm   
– 4 pm 

5. Attaching Braids * / 
McDermet 

5. Attaching Braids * / 
McDermet 

5. Attaching Braids * / 
McDermet 

6. Flip Flop Rug † /  
Winship & Rowan 

6. Flip Flop Rug † /  
Winship & Rowan 

6. Flip Flop Rug † /  
Winship & Rowan 

7. Indian Corn / Watts 8. Wooly Tree / Watts 8. Wooly Tree / Watts 
 Dinner Dinner  
Evening 9. Demo:  7-Loop Multistrand 

Square / Rowan 
Brown Bag Swap ‡ 
Show & Tell – Bring your work 
to share! 

 

     * After the Hooking, Punching, Wet Felting, Cross Stitch, or Needlepoint…. Comes Braiding! 
     † Continuous Strip Rug       ‡ Brown Bag Swap:  Bring a $10 item that you would like to receive… random winners 
 

Morning Classes 
 

1.  Beginners Class:  Round Braided Matt            Fri, Sat, & Sun am 
Pam Rowan, Instructor      
Braidarug@gmail.com 
 

Cost of the class is $60 for 3 sessions; Kit is $40 
 

Class Description 
In this class, we will learn what materials to use, where to find them, and how to prepare 
them. 
We will learn how to start a continuous braided matt (approx. 12 inch diameter) with left 
openings. We'll discuss the different ways to braid. You'll learn how to change colors, to 
increase properly, and how to end it smoothly.  
 

Folds:   Left openings 
 

Braiding Kit is $40, includes wool, lacing needle, tapestry needle, lacing thread, sewing needles and thread plus instructions. 
 

Teacher Bio:  Teaching for 16 years, either from a studio or for years at rug braiding conferences.  Classes taught have 
ranged from Beginners to Advanced rug braiding techniques.  
 

                *********************************************** 
 

2.  Granny Square                                                     Friday & Saturday am 
Bobbi Mahler, Instructor 
bobbimahler@icloud.com 
 

Cost:  $60 / 2 sessions 
 

Class Description:  A Small Braided Square made from five butted braids.  Generally 
used for a hot pad.  Class includes learning the Triangle Butt.  Bring material for this 
project. 
 

Max Number of Students:  10 students 
 

Folds:  Left and Right openings. 
 

Teacher Bio:  Learned to rug braid in 2004 from Nancy Young.  Has taught several adult programs and at Braid-ins for over 15 
years.  
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                                           Morning Classes, continued 
3.  Pincushion Jar                                                                   Sunday am 
Bobbi Mahler, Instructor                                             bobbimahler@icloud.com 
 

Cost:  $20 / 1 session + $12 kit fee 
 

Class Description:  a pincushion, made with a small canning jar and 2 butted braids. 
This class will also include learning the triangle butt. 
 

Kit:   $12.00                                                         Max Number of Students:  10 students 
 

Teacher Bio:  Learned to rug braid in 2004 from Nancy Young.  Has taught several 
adult programs and at Braid-ins for over 15 years. 
 

                         *********************************************** 
 

4.  ZigZag Bag II                                                      Fri, Sat, & Sun am 
Instructor:  Christine Manges                                                        ccmanges@gmail.com 
 

Cost:  $60 / 3 sessions 
 

Class Description:  Make a beautiful 4-strand tote bag with a zigzag pattern!  Starting with 
two 3-strand braids at once, transition to 4-strand diagonal stripe braids in different 
directions… then back to 3-strand braids. The instructions use continuous braiding, but 
can be adapted easily to butted rows if desired.  Different handle options will be 
explored.  
 

Max of 12 students. 
 

Folds:  Left openers should have completed at least one oval rug before.   
Right openers must be confident about their skills in making an oval rug.  All right opening 
lacing diagrams will show the front of the work. 
 

Supplies:  Multistrand braid stand ($25 from Christine) optional but helpful.   Either use Braid master braid aids 
(accommodate 1.5" wide strips) OR pre-press raw edges to the center.  5" alligator hair clips (toothed kind) are helpful 
when managing more than 3 strands but not necessary. 
 

Fabric:  Flannel weight recommended (12-15oz /yd) in two contrasting colors (1 light,1dark) 1.5 yds light and 2.5 yds dark.   
 

Teacher Bio:  Christine is a rug braiding teacher, author, and president of the Valley Forge Rug Braiding Guild.  She co-
authored the book, Combining Rug Hooking and Braiding (2011) with Kris McDermet and Dianne Tobias.    
 

Afternoon Classes 
 

5.  After the Hooking, Punching, Wet Felting, Cross Stitch, 
Needlepoint…Comes Braiding!                             Fri, Sat, Sun 1:30 pm 
Instructor: Kris McDermet                                            kmcdermet1@gmail.com 
  

Cost:  $60 / 3 sessions + $5 kit 
 

Class Description:  Come to class with 3-5 hooked, punched, etc., pieces and let’s see 
what you can make with these three using braids to join them together……a table mat, a 
chair pad, a BraidBowl or something else very creative! 
  

Kit:  $5 for padding, lining, & directions 
  

Max number of students:  6-8                 Folds:  Left opening  
  

Prerequisite:  Basic braiding and must know a butting technique of your choice. 
  

Teacher Bio: Kris has been combining braiding and hooking for over 40 years and loves 
the combining the strength of braids with the delicacy of hooking.  She hopes you will give 
it a try. 
 

 

3 

4 

5 



                                    Afternoon Classes, continued 
6.  Indian Corn                     Friday 1:30 pm 
Instructor:  Peggyann Watts                                         belfastbraids@gmail.com 
 

Cost: $20 / 1 session        

Class Description:  Indian Corn:  finally a corn that the squirrels won't eat!  Colorful and 
delighted by all that see them.  Make one or several for your holiday decorations. Your 
routine braiding supplies will be required.  
 

Prerequisite:  Confident beginners: able to braid and lace.  
 

Folds:  Left and right openings.                                          Max:  10 students  
 

Teacher Bio:  Peggyann has been a rug braider and rug hooker for over 30 years. She is 
the owner of Belfast Braids in Belfast, New York 
 

                             *********************************************** 
 

7.  Wooly Tree                                                                  Saturday & Sunday 1:30 pm 
Instructor:  Peggyann Watts                                       belfastbraids@gmail.com 
 

Cost: $40 / 2 sessions  + $25 kit fee 
 

Class Description: Create a tree that can be used for the Holidays or all year long. Natural 
and beautiful.  
 

Kit:  $25.  Includes all supplies, including wool.  You select the color of your wool.  
 

Prerequisite:  Good finger dexterity...no braiding experience needed! 
 

Max:  10 students       Supplies:  Bring a pair of sharp scissors. 
 

Teacher Bio:  Peggyann has been a rug braider and rug hooker for over 30 years. She is 
the owner of Belfast Braids in Belfast, New York 
 

                             *********************************************** 
 

8.  Continuous Strip Rug   
(aka: Flip Flop Rug)                                Friday, Saturday & Sunday 1:30 pm 
Instructors:  Cathy Winship & Pam Rowan                       ctwinship@gmail.com 
 

Cost: $60 / 3 sessions 
 

Class Description:  An alternative method of making a strip rug… without the fringe. Learn 
how to flip the braid from front to back at the edges to lace the braid regularly.  The entire 
rug is made with one long braid!   Students should come to class with a T-Start on a 
straight braid.  Bring your braiding supplies. 
 

Max:  12 students                                              Folds:  Left & Right Openings  
 

Teacher Bio:  With 7 years of experience, Cathy is a creative braider making many shaped 
rugs, mats, & baskets.    
 

                             *********************************************** 
 

9.  Pam Rowan's 
Demo for Friday 
Evening:  
7-Loop Multi-
strand Square  
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